Notes on the Suttons and their connections in Georgia and Florida 


Over my years of doing family research, different people have shared their stories about 
my maternal grandparents, their parents, siblings, children and so on. This has been 
helpful as | didn't have the benefit of growing up where they lived; my father was career 
Air Force so we only got to travel to Georgia to visit my parents' families for a few weeks 
every couple of years and my grandfather, French Sutton, died when | was 16. 


Most of my anecdotal information comes from my mother, Joyce Sutton Newman, via 
our numerous conversations about family, a road trip we took with her sister Helen in 
1986 and a chronology of her childhood she wrote down at my request that | typed up 
and titled In Her Own Words. Other sources were: 


Helen Sutton Young, my aunt, through numerous phone conversations and emails and 
during the aforementioned road trip. We covered a LOT of territory on that trip, both 
literally and figuratively. 


Johnny Frank Sutton, French's first cousin, mostly from a phone conversation in July 
1990 and his book on the Suttons. 


Leon Newman, son of John R. Newman and grandson of Susie Scaff Newman, phone 
conversation in February 2012. 


Diane Lilly, granddaughter of Myra Sutton's sister Nannie Ryals, phone conversation in 
March 2017. 


Except where noted otherwise, the information came from my mother and Aunt Helen. 
I've inserted [comments] to add information from others’ accounts or found in the 
records or to note conflicting information. The firsthand accounts people shared are 
obviously subjective and their secondhand accounts, what they were told by someone 
else, are only as good as the knowledge and memory of the original source. Family lore, 
as with that old game called "Telephone", does have a way of becoming jumbled the 
more it gets passed around. 


Johnnie French Sutton, more commonly known as French, was the son of John Caleb 
"Kalie" Sutton and Mary Lula Ray. His paternal grandparents were Henry Frank Sutton 
and Prudence Anna Britt. Susan Elmira "Myra" Sutton was the daughter of William 
Arthur Newman, usually called Arthur, and Susan Ann "Susie" Scaff. 


Henry Frank Sutton and Prudence Anna Britt 


[Henry Frank and Prudence Anna married in Robeson County, North Carolina in 
November 1878]. 


Henry Frank came to Georgia without Prudence Anna but she loaded the kids ina 
wagon and followed [according to Johnny Frank, Henry Frank did come to Georgia in 
about 1890 or 1891, trying to find a place where there were better opportunities for his 
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family than what Robeson offered at the time. Prudence Anna and the kids came down 
by train and arrived in Rhine on son Charlie's 7th birthday in May 1891]. 


Henry Frank and Prudence Anna sold their North Carolina property, which had been left 
to her, in order to buy their place in Rochelle. They were quite well off and had a nice 
place [Johnny Frank doesn't mention land left to Prudence Anna but does say Henry 
Frank bought 114 acres from his father James Thomas Sutton in about 1882 and 
immediately sold half of it back to him. | haven't yet searched land records in Robeson 
County to try and corroborate either claim. Prudence Anna's father, Kenneth Britt, had 
land and personal property valued at $800 when he died in about October 1891 but his 
widow Elizabeth D. Britt was his sole legatee]. 


Prudence Anna. was real prim and prissy, real hard. She lost all her money in the 1929 
crash. She died before Henry Frank and he was probably living with his son Charlie 
(Charles Otis) when he died /this last claim is correct per Charlie's son Johnny Frank]. 


Uncle Charlie had a wife and two sons in North Carolina but since he was still a child 
when his family left that state he probably returned and married there /no evidence has 
been found for this claim. He and Susie Ella Smith married in Wilcox County, Georgia in 
1904; she remarried there in 1912, to Clarence Dine Griffith, eventually moving with him 
and her children from both marriages to Ohio and then to Virginia, where she died in 
1975. Records corroborate Johnny Frank's claim that both of Charlie and Susie's sons 
legally changed theirlast names to Smith (they're both found as Smiths by the 1930 
census)]. 


Charlie returned to Georgia after getting into trouble in North Carolina, where it's said 
that he killed a man; he served on.a chain gang in Wilcox County and met and married 
Minnie Bagwell [no evidence found for the first claim; per Johnny Frank, Charlie "was 
involved in an altercation in which a man was killed, and he served six years in the state 
penal system for involuntary manslaughter...While in prison in Rochelle [Georgia], he 
acted as purchasing agent and traveled to different places to buy supplies for the county 
farm. It was in this capacity, as a prison inmate, that he met my mother, Minnie Louise 
Bagwell. They were married_shortly.after-his release_in 1915."]. 


Uncle Bun (Bunyon Cornelius) was a music teacher all around the county, he'd go to 
one church daily for a week to teach. French once had a fight with his Uncle Bun 
because of the way he was treating his.wife Roxie; she'd been sick and was in a wheel 
chair and later died. She was delighted about Bun being called to task for his treatment 
of her. Roxie Sutton's daughters were Lily and Christine and Christine was still nursing 
when Roxie died so Myra nursed her. [Susan Roxie Miller died in November 1927. She 
was the daughter of Abner Basking Mller and Georgia Canzada Hunt. Georgia's 
grandfather Arthur Newman, who died in Pulaski County in 1888, was Myra's great- 
grandfather]. 
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Aunt Leila (Leila Mae Sutton), Kalie's sister, picked up her bags and moved to Florida, 
leaving six kids and her husband Dan Clements. She remarried in Florida but had no 
more children. [Leila's first husband was George Martin Clements, they married in 
Wilcox County in January 1914. In Florida she was married first to Carl Baker in 
Hillsborough County in 1928 (as Leila Sutton) and then to Alton L. Kocher in Pinellas 
County in 1934 (as Leila Baker). She's buried in Tampa, Findagrave.com #12101415, 
and her obituary names a daughter, Louise Wanamaker; and three sons, George M., 
Walter M. and James E. Clements. 


| have Prudence Anna's death certificate but for some reason one was never filed with 
the state for Henry Frank, who died almost eight years later in March 1940]. 


John Caleb "'Kalie" Sutton and Mary Lula Ray 


[Kalie and Lula married in Wilcox County in September 1901. Her family was not from 
that area; they were generally found in Schley/Taylor counties but most of them were 
working in a cotton mill in Augusta, Georgia in 1900 where Lula was a weaver, her 
brother William a speeder and her father a carder. Her older brother, Arthur Green Ray, 
had married Abbie McDuffie in Wilcox in 1899 and they relocated with his parents and 
other siblings to Marion County, Florida, probably between 1905 and 1908. According to 
Helen and Joyce, French took his family to visit the Rays in Ocala/but | don't know 
when. 


Kalie would take off for months (or longer) at a time and no one knew where he was. 
The events described below would have taken place in about 1918 based on French's 
age at the time and the report that Kalie had been a resident of Clay County, Florida 
since about April-1918(19 years, 6. months) when he-died_ therein October 1937]. 


French was 16 years old when Kalie returned home after being gone about 2 years. 
During his absence, John Caleb Jr. had been born and died — he'd gotten old enough 
to run under the sheets as they were drying on the line so he was probably close to two 
when he died. French was on the porch and his mother Lula was in the kitchen when 
Kalie rode up on his horse and asked, "What was it?" French told him the baby had 
been a boy and that he had died. When Kalie prepared to dismount, French told him, 
"Don't even get off your horse." He told Kalie they didn't want him there anymore and 
brought the shotgun out from the hallway. Kalie threatened that they'd never see him 
again and French said he'd kill Kalie if he did. 


Kalie was really spoiled and irresponsible and his mother and brother Charlie always 
knew where he was but didn't tell Lula. She and the kids lived ina sharecropper's house 
down from the big house where Kalie's parents lived. They never really helped Lula 
except to give French a job. French had to drop out of school to work the farm and 
provide for the family and as a result had only a 5th grade education [French reported 
on the 1940 census that he had gone to school through the 4th grade]. 
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After getting thrown out Kalie rode his horse to Yulee, Florida and that's where he 
married Daisy Baxley though it's doubtful he ever divorced Lula. Frank, the youngest of 
their children, came and found French in Cordele after he and Myra married // haven't 
found evidence that either Kalie or Daisy were in Yulee (Nassau County) during this 
time and they were in Clay County for the 1920 census. According to Johnny Frank, 
Kalie was a carpenter in Georgia and Florida and operated a tug boat on the St. Johns 
River between Crescent City and Jacksonville. Kalie and Daisy's son Frank is in a photo 
of French Sutton with some of his brothers and a brother-in-law; and Helen and Joyce, 
who later met Daisy and some of her kids, had only good things to say about them. 


Lula died in Rochelle in September 1936 and for some reason, a death certificate was 
not filed for her but | do have the burial permit. Kalie died in Middleburg, Clay County, 
Florida in October 1937]. 


French and his brother Robert went to Kalie's funeral. Their Uncle Bun was insisting that 
Kalie be brought back to Georgia and buried next to Lula but French vetoed this, saying 
that since he didn't lie beside her in life, he wouldn't lie beside her in death. Kalie was 
living in a corn crib at the time of his death because he had consumption [presumably to 
keep him isolated due to the risk of infecting others; the cause of his death couldn't be 
confirmed as that portion of his death certificate was covered up per Florida law]. 


Lula was very pretty and a lot of fun, even Myra liked her. Lula used to let Helen "dig" 
for potatoes in the garden — Helen would dig the ground and Lula would fix it so she'd 
find one. She was very easy-going and loved to read, she would spend a lot of time 
reading on Sunday. Lula had Bright's Disease and French likely inherited his kidney 
problems from her, as did my mother. 


Uncle Mack (Donnie McAllister) had a daughter named Montine by his first wife, whose 
name isn't known. He married again in Florida and had six sons. Was still living in 
Florida when he died in his 50s [Ethel Montine Sutton was born in Fitzgerald, Georgia in 
July 1929 and died in Lowndes County in December 2002. She and her mother Annie 
Mae Allen (as Annie Mae A. Sutton) are both buried at Riverview Memorial Gardens in 
Valdosta. Uncle Mack died-in-Volusia-County, Florida.in October, 1964. 


Johnny Frank did not mention Montine| but identified five sons and a daughter by Mack's 
second wife, Lucille Virginia Worth. There was apparently a sixth son, William H. Sutton 
of Valdosta, who was named as a surviving uncle-in-the (December 2016 obituary of 
Montine’s son William Lott .. Montine's Social Security record does not show the married 
name of Lott, but it does show her as Moutine Sutton Loyd (sic) in July 1953. This may 
just be a transcription error (made twice ?); William Lott was born in May 1951 and his 
obituary names two siblings, Joseph J. Jr. and Holly Decker, in addition to his father 
Joseph J. Lott and stepfather James W. Mitchell, both deceased. Notes in this record 
also show her as Montine Loyd Stowers in April 1961; Ethel M. Johnson in August 
1964; and Ethel Mowtine Mitchell (sic) in January 1965. 
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According to Helen, Mack Sutton lived his own life, his siblings only saw him every 10 to 
15 years. During one of his visits to French's family in 1941, Myra asked him to go to the 
store and get her some thread as she was in the middle of a project. He agreed and 
left...and didn't come back. The next time they saw him was at a funeral in 1963 and 
Myra walked up to him and asked, "Where's my thread ?"]. 


Uncle Odell and possibly Uncle Robert did time, 3 to 6 months, they think it was for 
fighting [this is correct, both of them|were|prisoners on a road gang in Ocilla} Georgia on 
the 1930 census; Odell was-shown as 17 and Robert as 19]. 


Odell was married to Hattie Hannah who was previously married to Frank Hannah; she 
had two kids with Odell and two kids with her first husband /Hattie's maiden name was 
McDuffie and she married Wash Wilson in 1914 and Newton Perry Hannah in 1919; she 
had six children with her second husband and is buried in Waycross, Georgia beside 
her son from the first marriage, George C. Wilson; he was shown as Corley (or some 
variation), stepson, when he was enumerated in the Hannah and Sutton households. 
No marriage record has so far been found for Odell and Hattie, who reported on the 
1940 census that they had been living in Tifton, Georgia (Tift County) in April 1935; this 
is probably where they married but no online marriage records have been found for this 
county. They were both in_Irwin County in_1930 but they aren't listed _in the index of 
marriages there that goes through 1959]. 


Odell and Hattie hada daughter named Robbie Lou and a son named Harold. Odell 
died in the mid-1960s, before French's death (October 1969) /they had another child, 
their first, named Wilton Eugene Sutton, who died within a few hours of his birth in 
Tifton, Georgia on 2 August 1935, Odell and Hattie later divorced and he married 
Virginia Davis in January 1956 according to the inscription on their shared gravestone. 
Odell died in Ware County in December 1968. Odell reported his birthplace as Marion 
County, Florida when he registered for the WWII draft; | don't know if this is correct but 
Marion County is where Lula's parents were living so a scenario where she and Kalie 
went down to visit them and she gave birth to Odell while they were there is plausible]. 


Enthee (Enthee Delilah Sutton) had-ason named Quinton Sutton, his father isn't known. 
He lives in Fort Pierce, Florida. Enthee's sister Blanche raised him after Enthee died in 
1941 — she'd been to the doctor with an abscessed ear but it burst when she went 
down in the elevator, the poison covering her brain.. Enthee married J.C. Protare and 
was living in Ben Hill County; she probably died in May as the Suttons were living in 
Ocala, Florida at the time and got telegrams about Enthee's death the same day they 
got one saying Uncle Delmar (husband of Myra's sister Louise) was dead and he died in 
Macon on May 13th /Enthee was married to John Creal Portier and died in Fitzgerald on 
May 5th (her death certificate is indexed as Ethel C. Portier). Horace Quinton Sutton 
was born in Fitzgerald, Georgia in October 1926; he identified his parents as Sam Luke 
and Enthee S. Portier on his Social Security application and died in New Smyrna 
Beach, Florida in April 2003. I'm pretty sure it was Quinton my mother was talking about 
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when she told me she introduced herself to him at a funeral by saying they had never 
met but she knew immediately who he was because of his blond hair]. 


Blanche married Dan (?) in Oak Hill, Florida. He was a deep sea fisherman. Before that 
she was married to a Musselwhite in Irwin or Ben Hill County; she had a daughter 
Lonelle but he took her when they separated and Blanche didn't see her for years. 
[There is no evidence that Blanche ever married a Musselwhite but her daughter 
Lonelle married Rufus Musselwhite and Lonelle's Social Security record names her 
parents as Blanche Sutton-and Jacob L. Coleman. Blanche married Henry Walker 
sometime between 1930 and.1935, probably in Ben Hill County; he was living there up 
through the 1930 census and the lack of online marriage records for this county may 
explain why no. marriage record has been found for them. In 1935, Henry and Blanche 
Walker were onthe Florida state census in Volusia County and he died of a heart attack 
"at his home near Oak Hill" in July 1938. Blanche Walker married Dan Stokley in the 
same county in November 1938. Dan had moved to Oak Hill in 1935 according to his 
obituary]. 


The name of Robert Sutton's first wife is not known, he married in Stark, Florida 
(Bradford County) and they had two sons, Ronald and Robert Jr. who live in 
Jacksonville, Florida. Then he married Nell (Gunnelle Ray) when she was 16, and they 
have no kids. He died in Waycross, Georgia on Thanksgiving Day, 1978 [Robert 
married Elizabeth Margery Murrhee in Bradford County, Florida in January 1936 and 
they divorced in the same place in 1940. Robert is buried in Waycross but he died in 
Nassau County, Florida. Nell married again, to Clarence D. Pate; she died in January 
2013 and is buried beside Robert). 


Johnnie French Sutton and Susan Elmira "Myra" Newman 
[French and Myra married in Wilcox County in August 1922]. 


French Sutton was working for Lark Keene (Horton's son) when he met Myra Newman. 
The Keenes had a lot of land. Myra lived within a few miles of Siloam Church most of 
her childhood. Myra (according to Joyce) or her sister Alice (according to Helen) played 
the organ at Siloam and French was a chorister. 


Myra said that we were related to the Frenches some way but they moved to Arkansas 
or Missouri [there probably is a connection. The earliest the name has so far been found 
is in the Parker family; Prudence Anna's mother Elizabeth Delight (Parker) Britt named a 
son Ira French Britt, born in 1875, and had a nephew named George French Parker, 
born c1856]. 


Myra took in her sister Nannie Ryals' daughter Mozelle for a while when she was about 
15. Nannie had died in 1929 and Mozelle's father Dan Ryals remarried at least twice. 
Nannie's kids were Maudine, Tommy Lee, Marie, Mozelle, Willie B. and Lillie Mae. 
Marie grew up and held the family together. Mozelle accepted an offer from Uncle Lark 


Keene (Hort and Emily's son) and Aunt Flora to live with them and help them out and go 
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to school; she'd lost a lot of school and took till she was 21 to finish. [Nannie died in 
January 1930, probably from childbirth complications as there is an Infant Baby Ryals in 
the same cemetery who died two days before her. | haven't come across any records 
showing a remarriage for Dan Ryals. According to Nannie's granddaughter, Diane Lilly, 
Marie was 11 when her mother died and she raised herself and two younger siblings — 
Lillie Mae was about 6 and Willie B. was about 4. Marie's father, Dan Ryals, worked for 
the railroad. On Monday of each week he walked to the job, and he came home on 
Friday nights with a box of groceries. Nannie's sisters came and got the older kids but 
didn't want to take the younger ones. They were by themselves during the\week and too 
scared to sleep at night so they stayed up all night and slept during the day. Marie 
dipped snuff, said she had acquired the habit from one of her aunts (probably Myra). 
Diane says that her mother Marie was the best woman with the kindest heart]. 


In about 1928, French went down to Dade City, Florida to find work, and when he'd 
gotten a job and a place for his family he sent for Myra and the two boys. Wilmer was 
just a baby at the time. Myra had probably stayed a day or two in Abbeville with her 
brother and sister-in-law, Lonnie and Alma Newman, as it was Alma who put her on the 
train — the Orange Blossom Special. She gave Myra the nickel she had saved for that 
week's bar of Octagon laundry soap in case Myra needed to buy food on the train. 
While they were in Dade City, French was working in some type of factory and got hurt, 
something punctured him in the stomach and almost killed him. He spent several 
months recuperating, eventually bringing his family back to Georgia to take a farming 
job in Lee County. 


Joyce's earliest memory is riding in the wagon with her two brothers when her family 
moved from Lee County back to Wilcox in late 1933 when she was three. She thinks 
there was more than one wagon, and the mattresses were stacked on one of them with 
a place underneath for the kids. She remembers her brothers sometimes walked behind 
as did her cousin Tommy Lee Ryals, who would have been about 17. Helen was born at 
Bagwell Hill in October 1933, and Joyce remembers the night she was born. The house 
there was owned by French's uncle and aunt, Charlie and Minnie (Bagwell) Sutton. 
[Tommie Lee was born in April 1918 so he would have been about 15]. 


After his mother died in September 1936, French took his family down to see his father 
near Starke, Florida at a place called Green Cove Springs (on the St. Johns River in 
Clay County). The house was way out in the sticks but when they got there, no one was 
home, they were apparently out of town. Their car got stuck in the mud as they tried to 
leave. Some neighbors helped them get unstuck and gave them supper, beds and 
breakfast, and they left for Georgia the next day without seeing his father. 


French and Myra's youngest child, Cecil, was born at the Carswell Farm south of 
Abbeville in Wilcox County and died there 11 months later from bronchopneumonia, in 
March 1939. French farmed here for about a year, then he had a butcher shop in the 
back of a store owned by one of the Keens — Carl, my mother thinks. She doesn't 
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know where he learned about cutting meat but he apparently prospered at it. He'd work 
late on Saturdays since this was the day that farmers came into town to get their week's 
supplies. After Cecil died the family moved to Florida in October 1939 and stayed there 
till the summer of 1942. In Zellwood, Florida, Myra had an emotional breakdown over 
Cecil's death and was in bed for six months. Myra's Uncle John, youngest son of Abe 
and Mollie Newman, came and stayed with them a while [Mollie Conner Newman died 
of typhoid fever in July 1900 and in June 1901 Abe was in the first group of admissions 
to the Confederate Soldiers' Home in Atlanta, leaving 11-year-old John H. and 8-year- 
old Mary Loucinda in the care of relatives. According to Mary Lou via her daughter Julia 
Ann Parrish, she stayed with Aunt Puss (Abe Newman's sister Catherine Hunt) and 
some others, then she and John set up housekeeping when she was 16 and she 
married at 17 (December.1909 in Wilcox County to Fritz Fleda Brogdon). John was 
engaged to Fannie Bozeman at one time but never married. He was living with Mary 
Lou and her husband in 1930 and 1940 and died in June 1965; John, Mary Lou and her 
husband Fritz are all buried in Fortner Cemetery in Parrish, Florida]. 


When Myra got on her feet again, she worked packing oranges and grapefruits one 
season and her sister Louise did the same when she and her husband Delmar came 
down to stay with them. Delmar was down sick with walking pneumonia. When the 
season ended, Delmar and Louise returned to Georgia: Car tags in Florida changed 
colors each year so Delmar went to a junk yard and found an old tag that had that year's 
color. He filed off the last two digits of the year and splattered the tag with mud so it just 
looked like a muddied up car tag, not an unusual sight for cars driven on dirt roads. He 
and Louise traveled back roads back to Macon, Georgia, and he died there about a year 
later. French and Myra got the telegram about his death the same day they learned that 
French's sister Enthee had died but they were living in Ocoee, Florida by then. 


They left Zellwood after the fruit season ended as there were no jobs. Joyce and Helen 
went to school in Ocoee for the 6 weeks or so the family lived there. Tommy Lee and 
Ethel Ryals lived with them for awhile. They were very broke while living there and ate 
red cabbage about the entire time. Then Wilmer found them a better house in the 
(Airganes?) subdivision of Winter Garden. Alton and Wilmer had both dropped out of 
school and were working — Alton was working at truck farms, Wilmer got a bicycle at a 
discounted cost from the owner of the nearby Western Auto and paid it off with the 
money he earned making deliveries for the store owner. Then French was down sick 
with his kidneys for a few weeks and the doctor ordered bed rest. Uncle Robert quit his 
job in Jacksonville to come and stay with them and he worked and helped take care of 
the family. With what he paid Myra for room and board, she could feed the family for a 
week, even if it wasn't very fancy, and Uncle Robert ate whatever was put in front of him 
without complaint. // think that of all his siblings, French was probably closest to Robert 
and with good reason, Robert always had his back. My mother held him in the highest 
regard, maybe because she remembered how many times he came through for them]. 
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In the summer of 1942 the family returned to Georgia. The kids stayed with Aunt Alice 
and Uncle John McCall, Myra's sister and brother-in-law, for about six weeks while Myra 
and French went to Thomaston to find jobs in the cotton mill and a place to live. Aunt 
Alice and her family were good to them, they shared what they had and Aunt Alice 
made Joyce a dress to start school in. Her McCall cousins — Reba, Ed, Mary and 
Junior — were teenagers and she tagged along with them to a revival at Antioch 
Church. She also remembers listening to Red Skelton and other comedy shows on the 
radio during her time there. 


In Thomaston they lived in a large house at one point and Myra's mother Susie 
Newman moved in for a while along with Myra's widowed sister Louise and her son 
Talmadge. Once Louise started earning money at the cotton mill, she and Susie and 
Talmadge moved into an apartment. At the end of the school year, they moved into a 
cotton mill house, which they qualified for by having two family members, French and 
Alton, working at the mill. After Alton was drafted, Myra and the girls moved into 
Thomaston proper while French and Wilmer went looking for work at the cotton mills in 
Sylacauga, Alabama. When they found no jobs there, French went to Brunswick, 
Georgia, to work as a security guard at J.A. Jones Construction Co., Brunswick 
Shipyard. [/ have French's identification card from this job, which his daughter had 
written 1942 on but he actually worked there in late 1943]. 


In about January 1944, French got sick with kidney problems again and the doctor told 
him he had to quit working on concrete floors. He moved his family to Lakeland, 
Georgia and went back to farming, which he loved but Myra hated. As a tenant farmer, 
French would be advanced the money he needed to plant his crop by the landowner at 
the start of the year. Then when the crop came in and was sold, he would pay the 
landowner half of the proceeds, which repaid the advance and included a share of the 
profits. They were in Lakeland when they learned of Alton's death at Anzio in May 1944 
— Joyce was the first to hear the news because she was in the post office mailing 
letters to Alton when the woman from Red Cross came in to ask the postmaster where 
the Suttons lived. [Alton served in the 350th Infantry, 88th Infantry Division, from 14 
June 1943 till he was killed in action at Anzio, Italy, on 12 May 1944. He was buried in 
Italy for 4% years; his body was-returned\to the US on 18 Nov 1948, and laid to rest in 
the Sutton family plot at Siloam Church.in Abbeville, Wilcox County, Georgia. During his 
military service, Alton was stationed stateside at Battle Creek, Michigan, and at Camp 
Reynolds, New Castle, Pennsylvania. He received a citation for marksmanship and a 
posthumous Purple Heart, which was passed down to Helen's son Bennie. Wilmer's 
daughter Wilma (called Qusie) inherited his personal effects and sent them to me as 
she knew | was doing family history research. There wasn't much there, the flag the 
family received, a photo of Alton in uniform and a letter he had written from boot camp 
to his Aunt Louise in June 1943. Later, Helen passed on copies of letters she inherited 
when Myra died; these were sent to French from the War Department (as the Defense 
Department was then called) and the Mayor of New York City in 1947 and 1948 and 
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concerned the repatriation of Alton’s remains. Joyce described Alton as tall and lanky 
and extremely good-looking. He could play the guitar well and used to use a clamp and 
a knife to get a steel guitar sound. He was the only one of the kids who inherited their 
father's musical abilities. He had only recently turned 19 when he died]. 


From about January 1945 to October 1947, the Suttons lived in Valdosta. For the first 
year they rented the Clyde Guest house on Moody Road or Bemis Highway and French 
grew tobacco, corn, peanuts and other crops. Then they moved to the Thomas Guest 
house (Boyette farm?) where he mainly farmed tobacco — there was a huge tobacco 
barn in front which enabled him to farm tobacco on a much larger scale than before. 
Joyce graduated from high school in May 1947 and started working as a phone operator 
for Southern Bell in Valdosta two days later on her 17th birthday. She worked a split 
shift, assigned to international calls at night. This is when she cultivated her expertise 
on and passion for classic movies, using her free afternoons to go and see just about 
every movie that came out because a new one opened at the theater every week. 
[Years later | got to work at a telephone switchboard for brief periods when the 
receptionist was on break and aside from being a standalone unit it didn't look much 
different from this photo of a Bell System Telephone Switchboard taken in 1943 
(https://en. wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Photograph_of_Women_Working_at_a_Bell_System_ 
Telephone_Switchboard_ (366004 7829).jpg). Getting to work in the high school office an 
hour a day as an elective class was\the most fun | ever had earning school credits]. 


The Suttons lived at Ross Devane's on the Valdosta-Quitman Highway from October 
1947 to Fall 1948; on the Patrick Farm from Fall 1948 to Fall 1949; and the Blackburn 
Farm from Fall 1949 to Fall 1951. Helen married and left home in 1950. French and 
Myra returned to the Patrick Farm in Fall 1951 and it was here that Susie Scaff 
Newman died in June 1952 while she was staying with them. 


Around Christmas 1952 French and Myra moved to Cordele. Having decided to save up 
and buy a store, they chose Cordele because it was a small but fairly industrious town. 
They rented a building from Mr. Killebrew and put in a mom and pop grocery store in the 
fall of 1953. Later they moved their store to’a building they rented from the Arnolds, 
who'd had a store there but were getting out of the business. French and Myra bought 
this building from the Arnolds around the time that we were visiting them in the summer 
of 1969. The store was lost to fire in about. 1976. Myra’s Uncle Jack Gibbs (Susie 
Newman's half-brother) had a big house in Cordele where he and his wife Verona lived, 
with an apartment on the side that French and Myra rented from them for many years. 
[| spent many a fun day at that store when we went back to Georgia for visits every few 
years, helping stock shelves (I was pretty young at the time so | don't know how much 
help | was) but mostly filling up on junk and enjoying the novelty. There's nothing quite 
like the look, sound, feel and smell of old general stores. This is where | learned to love 
boiled peanuts, there must have been someone who came around selling them (still 


Notes on the Suttons and their connections | compiled by Donna Newman May 2020 p. 10 of 12 


warm!) but | don't remember for sure. They're better even than roasted peanuts that 
you've dropped down into your bottle of Coke and those are danged good]. 


Wilmer Sutton was 4F, he didn't pass the physical and this was the reason he didn't go 
to war, not because he was the only son (Alton was dead by the time Wilmer turned 18 
in November 1944). He kept getting called back in for testing. Helen's son Bennie spent 
some years in the army, said he'd checked some records and the reason Wilmer kept 
getting called back for testing was because someone kept turning him in. 


William Arthur Newman and Susan Ann Scaff 


[Susie Scaff and Arthur Newman married in Wilcox'County in July 1892 and she 
reported in the \1930 census that she was 15 when she married. There is no evidence 
she was the daughter of John Gibbs, as reported on her death certificate; she was born 
in 1877, four years before her mother Margrett married John, and Susie gave her 
maiden name as Scaff when she married, not Gibbs. 


Arthur died on 18 June 1906, not 5 June 1907 as recorded on his grave marker, but 
both markers were likely placed many years after his death. The lack of a permanent 
marker before then is unsurprising as this was a very poor family made poorer by the 
loss of the breadwinner, but the confusion over when exactly he died is hard to 
understand given that his widow survived him by almost 50 years, Arthur's youngest 
child Louise, who was born seven months after Arthur's death, in January of the 
following year, told me once that she wasn't sure for a long time whether she was born 
in 1907 or 1908. Louise was able to cure thrush, an infection babies got in their mouths 
that was so painful they couldn't nurse, and according to an old wives' tale she had this 
gift because her father died before she _was_born]. 


Arthur had come in from hauling hay. It was June and it was raining hard and he was 
waiting at the barn till it let up enough for him to get to the house. He was standing next 
to or leaning against a post when lightning struck; his wife Susie held him while he died. 
[| was also told, maybe by my father, that Lonnie was sitting on the ground between his 
father's legs when the lightning struck but wasn't harmed]. 


After he died, Susie and the kids lived with her mother Margrett in a house down from 
the main farm owned by Emily and Horton Keene. They were the farmworkers. The 
Keenes had a horse and buggy and the oldest son would drive the kids to school every 
day. Susie's kids only went to school when there was no farming to do and Lonnie 
dropped out of school at age 11. [Lonnie\reported in the 1940 census that he'd gone to 
school through the 3rd grade-tt's possible-that Susie-was-living-on this place with her 
mother when she and Arthur met and married; on the 1900 census, the widowed 
Margrett Gibbs was shown with the same dwelling number as Hort and Emily Keene. 
Emily was Margrett's older half-sister. | wasn't able to find Susie and Arthur on the 1900 
census so it's not clear where they were living when he died; his death notice just says 
"three miles from Abbeville." Leon Newman, son of John R., the younger of Arthur and 
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Susie's two sons, said Susie lost the farm to taxes after Arthur's death. This may be 
what happened but has not yet been confirmed. After all her other kids had married and 
left home (the last was Louise, who married Delmar Cumbus in Wilcox County in May 
1924), Susie went with John R. to Thomaston to keep house for him and thereafter 
divided her time living with her various children. 


Both of my parents knew Susie well and loved her, and shortly before she died they 
were talking to her 


sey ei 9 to liv 
pension Susie\got was j 


having to rely on her kid. 
Susie wore all the time a 
Arthur was reportedly a 
Lonnie, ast O t 


had to go get him out of jail on Sunday mornings; my father said this was why he was 
practically a teetotaler. Arthur apparently wasn‘ a faithful husband either, given an 
uncharacteristically crude remark Susie is said to have made, probably to her daughter 
Myra, i.e., "A hard d**k has no conscience" (however much this may offend sensibilities 
it's a glimpse into the life she had lived and what she made of it, and it deserves to be 
told). 


a letter to my father 
during the year h iNg\ i | is definition of 
success; he replied that his fat. A, ‘d ever known 

a small-time farmer 
move his muddy boots when he came in 


O got to re 


all his life, his kids fought over wh 
from the fields in the evening. 


We went back to Georgia for a visit the summer before French Sutton died in October 
1969. He used to have my brother Terry chauffeur him around; getting to drive his 
grandfather's car just thrilled Terry to death but he also loved the one-on-one time they 
spent together. French r 


called Get Dumm. | kept them for a\while and only wish I'd kept them forever but | 
wasn't old enough at the time to realize \the\value of eve such a generic keepsake. He 
left a pocket watch to Terry, possibly i ti y had spent together 
but more likely because Te really got to know 
Myra because of our infrequent visits home during my childhood and opportunities | 
squandered later on. By the time my parents retired to the town in Georgia where my 
father grew up | was off to college and too absorbed in my own plans to consider what 
she could tell me about the life she'd lived, and provide answers to all my questions that 
are now forever beyond my reach]. 
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